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Summer Newsletter 2021-22 
 

 
 

President’s letter        

Hello dear members and friends, 

 

Welcome to our final newsletter for 2021. Gosh we've made it 

through another challenging year. Thanks to the collective wisdom 

of the committee, active members and our precious Sophie and 

Fiona, we've done really well. We've been successful in all of the 

seven grants we've applied for across all levels of government, 

most significantly, the ongoing funding for the facilitator position 

for 2021-24. 

 

The Corangamite Catchment Management Authority have awarded 

us grants for Yarram Creek spiny rush eradication and for 

revegetation in and around farm dams, the ‘Long-necked Turtle 

Project’. City of Greater Geelong grants will help control nursery 

precinct rabbits, provide us with more propagation tables, and 

enable us to take action for Reconciliation Week in 2022 – watch 

this space! Congratulations to all those involved in grant designing 

and writing, including two new authors: Kate Simpson and Jen 

Knox. 

 

With summer comes the burden of watering, but with our La Niña rainfall events, it should be the easier than usual; we've already 

had more than 660mm of rain.  The growth of everything really is phenomenal (including our teenage son!) and this is also 

reflected in the continued productivity and success of the nursery. Thank you to each and every volunteer who contributes directly 

and indirectly to this priceless resource for our community. We are very fortunate to have a sound partnership with Bellarine 

Secondary College and a sensible and effective nursery management team. Thank you. 

 

We've also seen a new facet carved into the Landcare 

membership in 2021, with the delivery of the Bellarine 

Master TreeGrower 8-day course finally concluding this 

month. It has been a tremendous experience for all involved, 

encouraging landholders to really consider their options for 

growing trees and revegetation and to be the driver of their 

vision on their patch.  Also, we’ve engaged with knowledge- 

holders here on the Bellarine and in the broader Corangamite 

region through the Otway Agroforestry Network. 

 

Generally, we are finishing the year in a positive situation 

with our BLG friends and partners coming together for the 

annual End of Year Party at the Nursery on Wednesday 

December 15th at 6:30pm. Looking forward to seeing you 

there.    

 

Thanks again to family and friends who keep this great little 

organisation acting positively for the environment and 

community.  May 2022 bring us a simpler and more 

predictable year.    

 

      Kate Lockhart, BLG President 

Landcare members Jules Scudamore, Kate Lockhart 

and Ros Ellinger identify remnant wallaby grasses. 

Mannerim Memorial Indigenous Garden: a quiet 

Remembrance Day for 2021 

Bellarine Landcare Group aims to preserve, protect and enhance the natural environment of the Bellarine Peninsula.                 

We acknowledge the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners and pay our respects to their elders, past, present and emerging. 
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  BLG End of Year Party, 2021! 

 

Red Rump Parrot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The red rump parrot, also known as a grass parrot, or more scientifically as Psephotus haematonotus, is commonly found on the 

Bellarine Peninsula and indeed throughout South Eastern Australia. They are often observed in flocks of up to twenty birds and 

are very social in many environments. The red rump parrot has pleasant melodic calls consisting of chirps and tweets, more so 

around the breeding season in spring. 

 

These birds inhabit lightly timbered land with grassy understory, where they feed quietly on grass seeds. They are often observed 

in urban areas on nature strips eating grass seeds. The adult male red rump parrot is bright green with a blue green head, red rump 

(hence its name) with yellow shoulders and belly. The adult female is olive green in colour, as are the young birds. 

 

These parrots mate for life and often have up to three separate clutches of young in a breeding season. Their incubation period is 

about 25-30 days and they can lay up to 6 eggs, though 3 are more common. They generally live for 15 to 30 years. 

 

They are a very attractive small parrot that adapts well to nesting boxes and in many settings are very comfortable with human 

interactions. The Bellarine Secondary College and Bellarine Landcare Nursery has a breeding population in nesting boxes on its 

south side fence. 

 

David Cass, Nest Box Coordinator  

 

nestboxes@bellarinelandcare.org.au (contact David to order a nest box!) 

Red rump parrots inhabit our nursery nesting boxes. Coming out of lockdown can be difficult for some of us  – it’s so 

bright out there! Photos by David Cass. 

  

 Time: 6.30pm, Wednesday 15th December 

 Venue: BSC & BLG Nursery, Belchers Rd, Drysdale 

 Menu: BBQ with salads (vegetarian, vegan & gluten free options) 

 BYO: Drinks, crockery, cutlery & glasses 

To attend, please register here! 

 

mailto:nestboxes@bellarinelandcare.org.au
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=eM99pXQeU0OzoPJptOt2JKfviv9HbEdHjKMXa5v3D9VURVRPSVpPUFZSWVpER0dTSDlESkpQT0o2SS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c48B59CA8-F512-FE4E-945B-64C90CDBD399
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From the Nursery… 

 

Once again we have all had an eventful year. We 

look forward to seeing you at our annual get 

together on Wednesday 15th December, so we 

can celebrate the positive work that many of our 

community are still able to achieve in such 

unusual circumstances. 

 

Thank you to the many volunteers that continue 

to attend the nursery and Landcare events and 

bring with them their never-ending enthusiasm 

and positivity. 

 

We look forward to 2022 and all the challenges 

and success that it may bring! 

 

Wishing you all a safe and happy festive season. 

 

Fiona Love, Nursery Coordinator  

 

0439 392 369 / landcarenursery@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chilean Needle Grass 
 

Chilean Needle Grass, Nassella neesiana, is a significant weed to add to the list of weeds to 

watch out for. It is in full flower right now and it is alarming to see how far it has spread across 

the South East with approximately 40 thousand hectares currently affected. With this introduced 

grass being detrimental to both pastures and livestock, it can easily downgrade the value of a 

property, as it has little or no nutritional value to stock and it forms a monoculture rapidly, 

quickly outcompeting native vegetation. 

 

See the link here for Agriculture Victoria’s introduction to the species: Chilean needle grass. 

And here’s a link to the NSW DPI’s information page, which includes control methods. 

 

Contact Fiona or Sophie to chat about one of our Landcare Members who is successfully working 

to reduce their broad scale infestation. In a suburban setting, please remove the long lived plants 

by hand or use of herbicide. Please send plants to landfill, definitely not to go in the green waste.  

 

Currently the City of Greater Geelong does not recognise 

Chilean Needle Grass as a weed for control along roadsides. They do not currently have an 

action plan in place to manage the outbreak. Meanwhile, it is being spread further each year 

via roadside/reserve slashing. 

 

If you are concerned about the threat to your property and public spaces please email your 

mayor and councillors directly.  

 

Mayor Stephanie Asher Bellarine Ph: 0417 033 856 sasher@geelongcity.vic.gov.au  

 

Deputy Mayor Trent Sullivan Bellarine Ph: 0434 307 050 tsullivan@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 

 

Councillor Jim Mason Bellarine Ph: 0434 307 048 jmason@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Fiona Love, Nursery Coordinator 

 

 
  

‘Aussie Gardener’ has kindly donated canvas work aprons for nursery 

volunteers and staff. We appreciate this generous donation. 

 

mailto:landcarenursery@bigpond.com
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/priority-weeds/chilean-needle-grass
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/ChileanNeedleGrass#control
mailto:sasher@geelongcity.vic.gov.au
mailto:tsullivan@geelongcity.vic.gov.au
mailto:jmason@geelongcity.vic.gov.au
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Collecting eucalypt seed for revegetation 
 

Knowing what to pick 

 

Knowing when to harvest eucalyptus fruit-capsules is the key to successful seed collection. This becomes clearer with 

practice, though the process is similar to knowing when to pick apples. It’s the fruit colour and the fruit size that you’re 

looking for. Gum-nuts, like apples, vary in size, shape & colour and with experience you learn to recognise the subtle  

signs of ripeness.  Sadly, unlike with apples, you can’t take a bite as a final ripeness test.  

 

A careful look around a tree at the gum nuts/fruit capsules is a helpful guide. You will notice that they form in stages 

about a year apart. There are the small very green capsules that have recently flowered - they’re immature and are 

months off ripening. You will also see larger capsules that are fully formed with a ripe blush or a weathered woody 

appearance - they’re the ones you want. They should be a similar size and shape to any old dry woody capsules on the 

tree or on the ground.  

 

The X guide 

 

The other key indicator is the ‘cross (X)’ at the end of the capsule. X marks the valves where the capsule opens to 

release its seeds. If the X is well-defined, the capsules will very likely open when picked. You can also look at the old 

dry seed capsules to see how the valves look when they’re fully open . When in doubt, pick some mature looking 

capsules and place them on a warm windowsill at home – if ready, the valves will start to open within a few days and 

the seed will drop out within two weeks. If it’s not ripe , the capsules will shrivel like a tiny wrinkly old apple.  

When separating the seeds from the capsules, shake them well in the paper bag , bucket or tub to make sure all the seeds 

have dropped out. The fertile seeds are often deep down inside the capsule. When you remove the dried capsules the 

seeds will be at the bottom, mixed with immature seed called chaff. Do a final sieving before storing in a sealed 

labelled jar or a ziplock plastic bag. Always record the species name or description and the date of collection . 

 

Sowing 

 

Now you’re ready to sow the seed in trays or directly into tubes. November to February is the ideal time when warm 

temperatures suit the germination of eucalypt seed. Direct seeding is done much earlier in early spring when there is 

plenty of soil moisture.  

 

Stephen Murphy, Sustainable Biorich Landscapes / BLG Member 

 

 

‘Recreating the Country’ 

https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/ 

 

To learn more about Seed Collecting for The Myrtles (eucalypts, callistemons, melaleucas, leptospermums and more),  

see Stephen Murphy’s latest blog 

 

https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/
https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog
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Project Long-necked Turtle  
              

       

 

Farm dams are constructed to store water for livestock and irrigation, but they can also support wildlife, providing habitat for a 

variety of birds, frogs, snakes and lesser known reptiles like long-necked turtles. Wildlife appreciate the native aquatic plants in 

dams, like the beautiful swamp lily.  

 

The way dams are built and managed will determine how many native plants and animals they support.  Top soil placed back 

around the dam edge will allow the seeds of aquatic plants, designed to attach to birds wings, or travel with the flow of water, to 

arrive and germinate. But where livestock access the dam for drinking, the soil is pugged, and water becomes turbid, which makes 

life challenging for plants and wildlife. 

 

Blue Carbon Lab, a team of researchers from Deakin Uni, have found that unfenced and unvegetated Australian farm dams are 

surprisingly high contributors to climate change through carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide emissions. They’ve calculated 

that Victoria’s dams produce the equivalent emissions of 385,000 cars daily! 

 

Everyone wins where farm dams are fenced off, revegetated and where water is piped to a trough for stock: 

 

• Stock can drink clean water, are healthier, and put on more weight 

• Dams become biodiversity hotspots, which in turn supports the health of the surrounding landscape 

• Dams emit less climate change gases 

 

 

BLG has been awarded a Victorian Landcare Grant 

of $30,000 to work with eight landholders to fence 

off and revegetate demonstration dams over the next 

year.  

 

You can join our field day in Spring 2022, led by 

Blue Carbon researchers and wetland ecologists, to 

look at the design of dams for biodiversity and to 

measure gas emissions from dams.  

 

Meanwhile, here is an excellent ‘Enhancing your 

farm dam’ guide for both wildlife and farm 

productivity. 

 

To be part of the 

Long-necked Turtle Project,  

download an application form here. 

 

 

 

 

 
Sophie Small, BLG Facilitator 

 

ANU Sustainable Farms photo Creative Commons photo 

https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/84108/Common-Long-Necked-Turtle.pdf
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/PlantDirectory/Aquatic-Semi-aquatic/Ottelia-ovalifolia-ssp.-ovalifolia
https://www.bluecarbonlab.org/farm-dams/
http://gretalandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Enhancing-Your-Farm-Dam.pdf
http://gretalandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Enhancing-Your-Farm-Dam.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/SRmK1Wqu5g
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  More Nursery News… 
                    

 We welcome Karla Ramseyer to the position of Nursery Assistant! 

 Here’s Karla at the November ‘Friends of the Basin’ working bee. 

 

 

 

  

 

What’s next? 
 

Mon 6 Dec Planting day, Swan Bay Holiday Park, end of Swan Bay Rd, 10am–12:30 with BBQ lunch. RSVP here. 

Wed 15 Dec End of Year Party, BSC & BLG Nursery, Belchers Rd, Drysdale, 6:30pm. BYO drinks, glasses, crockery, & 

cutlery. RSVP here or contact Sophie facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au 

Tues 21 Dec BSC & BLG Nursery Closes for Christmas Break    

Mon 10 Jan Nursery open for 2022 

Fri 28 Jan 10am – 12 noon “Propagation of Grassland Plants” workshop with Grassland Interest Group, Nursery, Belchers 

Rd, Drysdale. RSVP here  

Wed 9 Feb BLG Monthly Gathering, Marcus Hill Hall, 7pm, with guest speaker to be announced. 

Sun 20 Feb Mannerim Memorial Indigenous Garden Friends Working Bee, 10am – 11:30am. All welcome. 

Tues 22 Feb The Basin Friends Group, 10 – 12 noon, meeting at the Nursery. All welcome. 

Wed 23 Feb Grassland Interest Group (GIG), online meeting, 7pm, all welcome. Add your name to the GIG email list here 

 

Have Your Say … 
Central and Gippsland Region Sustainable Water Strategy here by 10 Dec  

Indented Head Woodland Nature Reserve Master Plan here by 21 Jan 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Do you enjoy gardening?  Would you like to volunteer to support a local school?  

Apply online to become an EdConnect Volunteer at www.edconnectaustralia.org.au or phone Sally on 0498 015 323  

 

Thank you to all our supporters! 

• Neal Rootsey, Trench, Pipe and Cable, a small civil construction company with extensive experience in the plumbing, 

electrical, communications, concreting and landscaping. Ph: 0407 081 260 

• Adam Tresize, East Geelong Quality Butcher, 24 Boundary Road, East Geelong. Committed to providing the highest 

quality meat products grown and produced locally. Contact details here. 

• Lachlan Tawse, EarthTech Electrical, a local family run business in Drysdale, generously donated his time & expertise 

to our Nursery. www.earthtechelectrical.com.au 

• Aussie Gardener Store  

• Fiskars – Everything for garden, home, school, office and craft 

 

BLG is supported by: the Victorian Landcare Facilitator Program; the Bellarine Catchment Network; other partner organisations; 

several committees; numerous volunteers; and 280 members. Thank you for your support!           

 

Newsletter editor: Kate Simpson 

For information, go to https://bellarinelandcare.org.au/ or 

contact Sophie Small, Landcare Facilitator 

facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au / 0457 333 727 

 

And here’s what 

can happen if you 

install a nest box. 

Thanks for the 

photos, David Cass. 

mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au?subject=Swan%20Bay%20Holiday%20Park%20Planting%20Day
https://forms.office.com/r/guUgBX4wBq
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au
https://forms.office.com/r/HtNXwdRz51
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au?subject=Grassland%20Interest%20Group
http://bellarinelandcare.org.au/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=487&urlid=1234&mailid=232
https://yoursay.geelongaustralia.com.au/IHNR
http://www.edconnectaustralia.org.au/
http://www.bellarinelandcare.org.au/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=1136&urlid=719&mailid=222
http://www.earthtechelectrical.com.au/
https://bellarinelandcare.org.au/
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au
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