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Spring Newsletter 2021 
 

 
 

Bellarine Landcare Group aims to preserve, protect and enhance the natural environment of the Bellarine Peninsula.                 

We acknowledge the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners and pay our respects to their elders, past, present and emerging. 

President’s letter        

Hello dear members and friends, 

 

Well, we've made it through winter, with some glorious days gratefully enjoyed over recent weekends. Aren't the wattles 

magnificent? Plenty of planting has also been finalised across our grant projects: ‘Remnant Trees’ and ‘Swan Bay Landholders’. 

Thanks to the landholders and volunteers who came together to get the plants in the ground.   

 

Thanks also to those busy individuals and groups 

who submitted CoGG grant applications for the 

BLG and its nursery, and contributed to the 

Bellarine Distinctive Areas and Landscape 

consultation. 

 

Spring is a fabulous time to discover our plethora of 

flowering herbs and forbs in remnant patches. With 

COVID restrictions deeply impacting our daily lives 

I strongly encourage you to explore your local 

patches and capture your observations on 

iNaturalist. Citizen scientists make powerful 

contributions to the identification and preservation 

of species across the globe. In particular, if you are 

in reach of the Bellarine Rail Trail, please identify 

and help map remnant grasses like kangaroo grass; 

little flowers such as early nancies, bulbine lilies, 

sun orchids, flax and chocolate lilies; and 

BLG planting day at Ros Ellinger’s (photographer Parth Hingu). 

 

especially any grass trees close to the rail line. We need to illustrate to the broader community the biodiversity values of our patches, 

particularly the Rail Trail. Please tread carefully in your off-trail investigations. Resources such as the Bellarine Plant Booklets and 

Surf Coast Nature Search (soon to be joined by Bellarine Nature Search!) can also assist in identifying the plant of interest.      

 

Recently my family has been tracking species in Claypipe Quarry Park and - even though we've lived next door for 15 years - we've 

been pleasantly surprised by the number of indigenous species surviving. I think we are up to 17 indigenous plant species including 

almost 50 sun orchids in two distinct and different patches. Now we are just waiting for them to flower to definitively identify them.   

  

Happy plant hunting! 

 

Kate Lockhart, BLG President 

 

 

Bellarine Landcare Group Membership 
 

Membership renewal to 30 June 2022 now due.  

Renew or join online via our website using the secure method of PayPal or download the BLG application form.  

New members are very welcome. 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://scnaturesearch.com.au/?is_weed=No
http://www.bellarinelandcare.org.au/index.php/join-now?acm=487_229
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Nursery Report 
 

Spring has certainly sprung on the Bellarine! The delightful break of warm weather has brought the plants to life and the birds are 

enjoying every moment at the Nursery. Our red rump parrots are looking comfortable in their nest boxes following their successful 

breeding season last year. Please get in touch with us if you have space for nest boxes - it’s been a joy for us to watch them during 

the last 18 months. Email us for nest box order form. Photos of rosella, red rump parrot chick and male parent by David Cass. 

 

 

 

After a challenging but positive planting season in 2021, it’s time to start (or continue!) your site preparation for 2022. If you are 

planning more works for the coming year, it’s best to manage the site as early as you are able. Identify your weed and pest threats 

and manage in the best way to give your new seedlings the greatest chance of establishment in a new site. An interesting read with 

some very relevant techniques is ‘Revegetation techniques - Greening Australia’ 

 

Our Rabbit Action Group is a great place to 

start when it comes to implementing your pest 

management plan. Print out the Integrated 

Rabbit Control Calendar for your fridge, and 

check out their other information resources. 

 

We still have some seedlings remaining at the 

nursery with a few weeks left in our prime 

planting time. Please contact me if you have 

some spaces to fill or a site that could use some 

additional species - ground covers, understorey 

& trees to add to your biodiversity. We are 

currently open by appointment only. 

 

Our  wonderful  friends  at  the  Queenscliff 

Indigenous  Nursery  have  some  stock 

remaining this year also: saltmarsh species,          

Tiny volunteers plant seedlings at a well-prepared site! (photo by Parth Hingu)     groundcovers, grasses, shrubs and trees. 

 

In line with COVID restrictions they are not open for browsing during lockdowns. However you can still obtain plants directly 

through Sarah Roberts for collection on Wednesday & Thursday mornings. Phone 0401 281 448 or 

email queenscliffeindigenousnursery@yahoo.com 

 

We’re happy to take back guards and stakes for re-use. Also, please return tubes, crates and hycos when you’ve finished with them. 

 

     Fiona Love, Nursery Coordinator: 0439 392 369 / landcarenursery@bigpond.com 

Oxalis 
Oxalis is one of those weeds that sort of seems harmless but slowly colonises the world! It is tricky to get rid of, 

‘pretty' according to some people, and poisonous to livestock if overconsumed. The biology and life-cycle 

of oxalis is very interesting but it is not easy to find the information needed to write it up and it is not easy to 

verify what is found. If you are interested in working with a small group to discover the truth about oxalis, to 

‘expose’ its weakness and scientifically verify or deny the myths, please let Sophie know. A webinar in the near 

future will help us identify our interests, and plan a course of action. It seems like a great opportunity to form a 

bunch of junior Landcare scientists who can work together on a serious project and contribute to the care of the 

Bellarine! Adults and kids are invited to join this project :-) More info about oxalis here  
    

http://nestboxes@bellarinelandcare.org.au/
https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/GUIDE_A-guide-for-establishing-native-vegetation-in-Victoria.pdf
https://bellarinelandcare.org.au/rabbiters/blg-rabbit-tools
mailto:queenscliffeindigenousnursery@yahoo.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxalis_pes-caprae
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Grasslands or Art-lands? 
 

If you heard a rumour about someone who painted 

over a priceless Sidney Nolan artwork what would 

you think? Maybe you’d wonder if they’d gone 

bonkers. Of course something like that would never 

happen. 

 

In my view planting a crop, a shelterbelt or a few 

hectares of forestry over a priceless remnant 

grassland is just as bonkers, but sadly this does 

happen very often.  

 

A grassland is crafted by nature over tens of 

thousands of years and each grassland is a unique 

‘canvas’. The many species of small flowering 

plants combine in a balance of colour and texture 

that only a master artist could conceive.  

 

Tent spider webs in a Port Macquarie nature reserve (ABC News, 2.07.18) 

 

The intricate ecosystem that is woven into the fabric of each plant community is truly remarkable. A walk through a grassland on a 

dewy morning will reveal thousands of small sparkling lacelike spider webs adorning the small plants. Each web a masterpiece in 

itself and each web built only to last one night. There begins the web of life. The larger insects, skinks and small birds feasting on 

both the spiders and their catch.  

These grasslands and grassy woodlands that once covered about one third of Victoria are now almost gone. These priceless and 

unique works of art have been ‘painted’ over with new ideas and dreams that promised profit and progress. 

However with the benefit of hindsight, what value would you put on a grassland today. As extremely rare surviving works of 

natural art, the words impressive, wonderful, splendid and stunning come to mind.  

May be you have a priceless work of art in your back paddock - what a magnificent asset! Bellarine Landcare can offer advice on 

its care and protection 

Looking after what is left of these irreplaceable natural assets has to become a top priority for our generation. Otherwise the next 

generation will only know them as myths and legends, like Ned Kelly in one of Sydney Nolan’s famous paintings. 

 

By Stephen Murphy, BLG member 

‘Recreating the Country’ – read Steve’s extended grassland blog 

 

BLG Grassland Interest Group 
 

Native grasses are of increasing interest to landholders and the community for their benefits. Indigenous grasses are:  

• drought resistant 

• perennial / long lived (a kangaroo grass can live 50 -100 years!) and so don’t require expensive resowing 

• low maintenance; they don’t require expensive, highly intensive inputs, such as fertilisers 

• less flammable than introduced grasses – some native grasses are summer growing  

• habitat and food sources for a diversity of native invertebrates, so can be beneficial in Integrated Pest 

Management 

• beautiful, belong to this land …. and much more! 

 

Info sheet on the Benefits of Native Pastures  

 

The BLG Grassland Interest Group is building knowledge of native grasses, restoration of grasslands, native pastures 

and Grassy Woodlands. A Smart Farms grant is helping to support this knowledge acquisition & practical on-farm 

application. 

 

Join BLG’s Grassland Interest Group, it meets online on the last Wednesday of the month and offers many other 

learning opportunities, such as site visits and field trips. If you are interested in discussing how you can be involved 

contact Sophie facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au / 0457 333 727.  Follow our Instagram ‘grassland ig’ 

https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog
https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/media/1249/benefits_of_native_pastures-accessible-pdf.pdf
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au


 4 

Planting Days 

 
Ninety enthusiastic BLG members 

& friends have joined us across 7 

days, planting 5000 seedlings as 

companions to old paddock trees, 

around dams and along water 

courses.  

 

There are 1000 plants still waiting 

to go in the ground, so we are 

grateful the damp weather has 

allowed the planting season to 

extend into September. We look 

forward to seizing the next 

opportunity. 

 

In addition to these community 

days, around 40,000 seedlings 

grown by our wonderful Nursery 

team were planted across the 

Bellarine by local landholders & 

public land managers.     BLG planting day at Ros Ellinger’s (photographer Parth Hingu). 

 

We’re heartened by the ‘ground swell’ of people wishing to restore biodiversity to their properties & responding to the call to assist 

with the planting, weeding and rabbit control days. With all the challenges we face, our connection to Nature has the powerful 

capacity to soothe, and to provide opportunities to contribute to the land’s health - which in turn supports our own well-being.  

 

Sophie Small, Landcare Facilitator 

 

What’s next? 

 
Thurs 2 Sept, 7pm Moorabool Catchment Landcare Network online meeting      

 Vegetation Link will discuss how you can earn money conserving the native vegetation on your  

property through offsetting.  You can join the meeting here. 

More details - Jackson Cass, Landcare Coordinator - moorabool.landcare@gmail.com / 0497 770 075  

 

Wed 8 Sept, 7pm  BLG Monthly Online Get-to-gether – Movie: ‘The River Moorabool’,  

   Film maker, Ian Penna, will join us for Q&A. Beautifully shot, this short movie features the story of 

   the River, and is helping to mobilise support for better management for our Rivers, & more sustainable 

   supplies of water for cities like Geelong.  

   Join Zoom Meeting here Meeting ID: 920 715 5892 Passcode: 3222 Official Trailer here   

 

Sun 19 Sept, 10-11:30am  Mannerim Memorial Indigenous Garden Friends' working bee  

   Swan Bay Rd, next to the Bellarine Rail Trail. All welcome. BYO gloves. Subject to COVID  

   restrictions. RSVP Sophie 0457333 727 or email  

 

Sun 26 Sept, 10am-1pm  Nursery: last Sunday of the month sale!  

   Contact Nursery Coordinator, Fiona Love: 0439 392 369 / landcarenursery@bigpond.com  

   Subject to COVID restrictions. Indigenous plants $2.50 each. 

 

Wed 29 Sept, 7-8.30pm  BLG Grassland Interest Group (GIG) monthly zoom meeting  

   in partnership with Friends of Grasslands (FOG) ‘Grass Identification’ presented by Geoff Robertson. 

   Meeting ID: 920 715 5892 Passcode: 3222  

   Contact Sophie to join up here. 

 

Sun 26 Sept - 4 Oct  Geelong Nature Forum, "Where the Rivers Run" with activities, workshops & art   

   celebrating the life of our rivers, creeks and wetlands, at the National Wool Museum. Also free entry to 

   exhibit 'On the Land - Our Story Retold'. Info here 

 

18 Sept – 4 Dec   Nature Stewards: 10 Week Introduction to Nature  

   Leopold Community Hub & online. To find out more here  Apply by 5 Sept here    

   Run by Outdoors Victoria & supported by the City of Greater Geelong.  

https://www.vegetationlink.com.au/
https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2c6675d56879085d7fc9faa9&id=06c0f34c62&e=9b9e15b003
mailto:moorabool.landcare@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9207155892?pwd=Ly9UVGluUWlzSmVkaXVjNXNJKzI0UT09
https://mooraboolriver.org/index.php/news/51-moorabool-river-film-trailer-2019
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au?subject=Mannerim%20Memorial%20Indigenous%20Garden%20Friends%20Group%20Meeting
mailto:landcarenursery@bigpond.com
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au?subject=Grassland%20Interest%20Group%20Meeting
https://geelongaustralia.com.au/environment/news/item/8d7c5a61a7429fa.aspx
https://outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/
https://www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/applications/
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Things to do at home 

 

Have fun with the iNaturalist App 

Learn to identify plants and animals while contributing to citizen science records by downloading iNaturalist onto your phone.  

 

Create a Nature Journal 

Download this free nature journaling book from Paperbark Writer. 

 

 

Online & Recorded Info 

 

National Landcare Conference 2021 recordings 

 

Victoria Nature Festival, 11-16 September - more than 80 virtual events and experiences  

 

Victorian Landcare Training Register – an array of recorded resources! 

 

Wildthings Australia, ‘Wild pollinators, native bees and pollination of flowering plants’ recorded presentations 

 

Bellarine Catchment Network – Environmental learning resources for children and adults  

 

Geelong Sustainability Group – Sustainability news, issues and ways to take action   

 

 

 

Have Your Say … 
 

The Barwon Basin 

Barwon Water is rehabilitating The Barwon Basin, at the corner of Grubb 

Road and Swan Bay Road, and is seeking community feedback by 6 Sept. 

 

Portarlington Recreation Reserve 

The City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) is seeking feedback for the 

Portarlington Recreation Reserve Draft Master Plan. The bushland section 

of this reserve has great passive recreation opportunities for enjoyment of 

nature and dog walking. With so little native vegetation remaining, it’s 

important for us to speak up for these patches. 

 

Southeast Bellarine Coastal Strategy 

CoGG is also seeking feedback about management of land between Point 

Lonsdale and Ocean Grove in their Southeast Bellarine Coastal Strategy 

which has been extended to 12 Sept, with an online Open House on 6 Sept. 

 

 

For any further information, please contact 

Sophie Small, Landcare Facilitator 

facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au / 0457 333 727 

 

 

Newsletter editor: Kate Simpson 

 

Blackwoods (Acacia melanoxylon) in bloom, Bellarine Rail Trail  

 

 

BLG is supported through the Victorian Landcare Facilitator Program; Bellarine Catchment Network and other partner 

organisations; several committees; numerous volunteers; and 280 members. Thank you for your support! 

 

mailto:https://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:https://www.paperbarkwriter.com/clothing-for-conservation/
mailto:https://nationallandcareconference.org.au/
mailto:https://www.together.vic.gov.au/victoria-nature-festival
mailto:https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ic09fXKC2KgMTGQ_cdRsHTzeBaMqp8M0LRldOruvcig/edit#gid=853922517
mailto:https://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au/presentations
mailto:http://www.environmentbellarine.org.au/
mailto:https://www.geelongsustainability.org.au/news/
mailto:https://www.yoursay.barwonwater.vic.gov.au/bellarine-basin?tool=survey_tool#tool_tab
mailto:https://yoursay.geelongaustralia.com.au/portarlington-recreation-reserve-master-plan-2021
mailto:https://yoursay.geelongaustralia.com.au/SBCS
mailto:facilitator@bellarinelandcare.org.au
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