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The Remnant Paddock Tree Project, launched by Libby Coker next to an ancient Red Gum – Swamp Gum 
hybrid, highlights the significance of these old trees & supports landholders to protect them. 

 
The Nursery Report 
 
It has been a remarkable year! I am so proud of our Nursery Community and the achievements of the past 
year. We had many reasons to feel concern and fear, yet our team banded together, cared for each other and 
grew 55,000 plants! Thank you to all the volunteers, no matter which COVID decision you needed to make.  
 
The loss we feel when we lose members of our community shows us how much we value the relationships. 
We were very sad to lose two wonderful women who made huge contributions to our nursery and BLG. Del 
Pearson and Silvia Spruit were wonderful workers and brought much joy to our workplace. We thank their 
families for supporting their continued participation at the Nursery. Their carers bought them to visit us as 
their mobility slowed and we really did value the opportunity to see them. The sudden loss of Alistair 
Cameron, who died peacefully in his sleep was another very difficult time for us. Al only spent about 18 
months with us, but his enthusiasm and passion for the environment meant he made a big contribution to 
the team. He was an Aquatic Scientist by profession, and he cheerfully contributed his time and excellent 
skills. Al really loved learning about the local plants, and it was some comfort to know that the Nursery 
helped him, in the therapeutic way it helps us all. 
 
We are comforted to report that we lost some people for happy reasons. Congratulations to Peta Wydeman 
(the BSC Ag and Hort. Teacher) and her partner Nick on the safe arrival of their son Finn. We will truly miss 
working with Peta and hope that she enjoys family time and gets around to visiting us with baby Finn soon. 
We want to congratulate Kirsten Cooper and Aris Sertaridis, student volunteers who left us to begin 
horticultural and conservation careers, great work guys! We have had a volunteers moving north and wish 
Gerard Casey lots of happiness in his homes. We wish Susie (School Grounds Keeper BSC) best wishes for her 
retirement, thank you for the efforts you made in these past years.  
 
Our healthy financial position enabled us to employ Brent Love as a casual to support Fiona with the manual 
work that our volunteers were unable to provide during the lockdown. We really appreciate his excellent 
work ethic and fabulous company. Brent has recently resigned to work in horticulture on the Peninsula, we 
wish you much success and happiness. We will be reviewing this position and await significant State-wide 
Landcare announcements that are made in June, hopefully then we can advertise a position.  
 
Thank you to Wayne Johannsen (Principal, BSC). We really enjoy his contribution to the success of the 
Nursery, especially during the very hectic covid year. Your commitment to a partnership that benefits the 
students, and the community so much is much appreciated.  
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To all the Bellarine Secondary School office staff (especially Michelle, Sonia and Kerri), thanks for your 
assistance with communications, invoices, banking, financial reports, transactions, and payroll etc. We know 
our increased activity has caused you more work and you are much appreciated. Sophie Small has worked 
hard to do on-ground site assessments and guide landholders through plant choices and planting programs. 
Her leadership with grant submissions contributes greatly to our success.  
 
The Nursery committee and BLG worked hard in acquitting the COGG Infrastructure planning grant of $16 K 
to fund the groundwork and designs for an all-abilities tea room and office. Kate Lockhart has been of great 
assistance on this project, thank you. Sophie, Kate and several volunteers also worked hard with the COGG 
team and contractors to build/repair our rabbit proof fence and do the management program. Thanks to the 
volunteers who have been vigilantly monitoring rabbit warrens & fence.  
 
Again, I can proudly report that the Nursery is looking wonderful. We have continued to increase our range of 
plants and found easy, more effective ways to grow some species. Fiona has shown the true depth of her 
character in the manner that she has dealt with an extreme year. Her very dear relationship with our 
volunteers cost her somewhat this year, she is our nursery’s greatest asset, and we hope she understands 
just how much we value her work and passion. The garden plantings in the nursery have been enhanced. 
If/when we know of the footprint of our new tea room, we hope to designate a small part of the garden as 
tribute to Sylvia and Del.  
 
We seemed to have had significant success with possum proofing program, the recent activities have been 
devoted to managing rats and mice who enjoy our plants way more than we like. Thanks to the Royal 
Geelong Yacht Club for passing on used sails which we are installing to increase the comfort of volunteers.  
 
We have made modifications to our pot and tray cleaning system, using natural sunlight and a pressure hose. 
This takes less volunteer time and seems to be effective. Recently we have installed another wash station to 
help with hygiene and cleaning. Special thanks to the building and maintenance team. 
 
Fiona took on large orders from VicRoads for the Drysdale Ring Road, Greening Australia, Australian 
Ecosystems and Bellarine Bayside. Our Volunteers can see their work in many places across the Peninsula 
Local - businesses have once again helped us out. Our thanks especially to Adam at East Geelong Quality 
Butcher and Little Wings, Drysdale for your help with catering, also Lachlan Tawse (Earth Tech Electrical), 
Neal Rootsey, from Trench, Pipe & Cable, Adam Gleeson, and Andrew at Parker Pumps for their continuing 
support and reliable back up. Also, to Ryan Love, earthworks and truck driver. 
 
So much appreciation to our volunteer army for pricking out, potting on, sowing seed, taking cuttings, doing 
divisions, weeding, raking and cleaning: Ab Abner, Daryl Barnett, Mary and John Burger, Annette Appelbe,  
Lysa Gruzauskas, Cheryl Hilton, Andrea Lindsay, Lynne Mason, Jane Morrow, Barry O’Brien, Lucy Pope, Craig 
Blackman, Denis Shandley, Rae Sharp, Julie-Ann Stotten, Wendy Tuechler, Jos Van Rooyen, Naomi Wells, 
Heather Williams, Kelly Scott, Liz Uldrikis, Alistair Cameron, Barbara Wilson-Browne, Barbara Perry, Hazel 
McKenzie, Di Robinson-Phillips, Ian and Kathy Kieselbet, Mike Pender, Viv George, Bruce Robinson, Kate 
Simpson, Jenny Calwell, Rita Matthews, Brent Love, Peter Smith, Brenda Richardson, David Cass, Louis 
Blackman, Malcolm Fisher, Jenni Knox, Tim Sampla, Shasha Dodampchiela, Lynette and Tillow Kleijn. Penny 
Hole, Sally Fisher, Karyn Visser, Christine Carter, Noel Ramseyer, Gen Visser-Hook, Camille Mewett, Odi 
Evans, Bronwyn Love, Jess Cooper, Christine Jackson, Tanika Brown, Jenny Malcher, Chloe Knight, Giselle and 
Michael Robinson and Stuart McKenzie (60 people!)  The vollies very much enjoyed the arrival of Jess – the 
super dog. We have also had several student groups from the Gordon come to learn about nursery 
operations and complete considerable work for us. We are also grateful Pete Smith’s role as our cleaner. 
Thank you again to Brenda Richardson and Peter Smith for again sharing their brilliant patch of Bellarine bush 
with Nursery volunteers in a series of morning walks followed by morning tea. Financially, the nursery is 
doing better than ever. The Sunday sales (last Sunday of the month) are still reaching more people. Our 
growing customer base is gratifying. The detailed finances are available from our Treasurer. Thank you, Sue 
Elliott for working so well with the School to manage the financial relationship. 
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Thank you to the Nursery community for your contribution to this wonderful place. Again, a special thank you 
to my dear husband for his patience, love, and tolerance!  
 
Beth Ross, BLG Committee rep. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Facilitator’s Report 
 
Property visits are foundational to the Facilitator’s role; hearing the plans and seeing the hard work 
transforming degraded properties is an inspiration. A surprising impact of the pandemic was many more 
(socially distanced) paddock meetings with local landholders, who finally had time to tackle things they’d 
been wanting do for years. In 2020 property visits leapt from a consistent 50 per year, to 90, as people sort 
advice about revegetation, pest plants and animals. 
 
A topic regularly aired was how to restore and regenerate native grasslands. It’s evidence of an evolution in 
thinking – not so long ago grasses and grasslands were overlooked - it was all about trees. Now people are 
asking how to return native pastures to paddocks dominated by introduced pasture grasses, and how to get 
the understory back into their revegetation sites. To learn more, and because we couldn’t meet in groups, 
the paddock conversations moved into the ether as we learnt new skills to meet online. Chris Findlay spoke 
at our first monthly meeting via Zoom in August on the topic of “Restoring Native Grasslands”, explaining 
Flora Victoria’s work scalping and direct seeding native grasslands in the Basalt Grasslands of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain. There were approximately 60 people in virtual attendance - a crowd that the Marcus Hill Hall 
meetings rarely draw. 
 
The formation of the Grassland Interest Group (GIG) followed shortly after in September with monthly zoom 
meetings led by Ros Ellinger, Michael Robinson & Giselle Roux and Matt Dingle, along with 25 others with a 
burning desire to learn about grass! Beth Ross ran an online Grass Identification Course for 20 eager students 
funded through a Victorian Landcare Grant. And as COVID restrictions relaxed we followed up with 
demonstration walks including to a remnant patch of native grasslands on “Highfields”, where we assisted 
the Paynes to remove the dreaded African Weed Orchid from amongst the native sun orchids. There’s 
nothing like getting close up to your subjects to assist in familiarity! And in becoming conscious of the 
natives, the Group also learnt to identify the grasses on the evil list – Serrated Tussock and Chilean Needle 
Grass. The GIG continues to grow and build knowledge on restoring grasslands & vegetation understory. 
 
Another stream of interest was the local Ramsar Wetlands of Swan Bay and Lake Connewarre, “The Treasures 
on our Doorstep”. Two workshops morphed into webinars and a range of guest speakers shared their 
knowledge about the migratory birds, carbon sequestration of saltmarshes, along with Wadawurrung 

Our Nursery Coordinator, Fiona Love & her number one assistant, & husband, 
Brent Love, who provided essential support at the Nursery during COVID. 
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connection and the work of landholders to protect their patch. Funded by the Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority this project built great working partnerships with Trust for Nature, Surf Coast and 
Inland Plains Landcare Network and the Wadawurrung. Through Paul Carnell from Blue Carbon Lab’s 
involvement and supported by Rebecca St Ledger from Bellarine Catchment Network, we set up connections 
between landholders from around Swan Bay with Blue Carbon, keen to learn and explore what more can be 
protect these wetlands and their life. 
 
Fifteen landholders continued revegetation works as part of the Victorian Landcare Grant “Koala Corridors” 
in 2020, and we snuck in three community planting days in the brief interlude between lockdowns. A parallel 
vision encompassing corridors across the Bellarine emerged from Geelong Field Naturalist Club’s Barry 
Lingham & his plea for the plight of the woodland birds. We joined a  consortium, meeting on line, & carefully 
planning a vision for a connected Bellarine, where fauna can travel. “The Bellarine Bio-links” has been led by 
City of Greater Geelong with support from Bellarine Catchment Network, the Geelong Field Naturalist Club, 
Trust for Nature & others.  And it ties in with our project working with landholders to protect old paddock 
tree through Libby Coker’s “Communities for Nature” grant, where we are working with landholders to fence 
off these old trees and add some “companion” plants in - layers of vegetation, which one day we hope may 
help attract back birds like Kookaburras, and the myriad of small birds which need the connected vegetation 
to paddock-hop across the landscape. 
 
2020 provided a burgeoning of opportunities to learn online, with some of our members taking part in a 
whole farm planning course run by Agriculture Victoria and others a Nature Stewards Course ran by City of 
Greater Geelong. These provided the participants with guidance to learn about all the aspects of creating a 
property plan, and to delve deeper into understanding biodiversity.  
 
This is a brief summary of the themes of 2020, and you can read the details of projects listed under the 
President’s report. Landcare is very much about community – the web of connections which bring us 
together, provide opportunities to work, play & learn together, and enrich our lives. So many people 
contribute so much to BLG; so thank-you, without all you wonderful people none of these positive projects 
could happen. Thank you to the landholders for their trust and allowing BLG to be partner in their land 
management journey. 
 
Thank you particularly to the BLG Committee, the fabulous team who provide the foundation BLG to 
function, along with the groups which add so much to the activities of BLG - Rabbit Action Committee, Fiona 
Love and the Nursery Volunteers, the Nursery Committee, the Grassland Interest Group and the Mannerim 
Memorial Indigenous Garden Friends. Thanks to all the people who are involved in those groups in all the 
different ways!  
 
My particular thanks go to Kate Lockhart for the love, commitment & hard work she puts into her leadership, 
and Sue Elliott, our Treasurer, and her daughter Karli, for their expertise, and endless attention to detail 
which keeps the finances in order.  
 
Very warm thanks go to Matt Crawley and Bellarine Catchment Network staff, a great support team, who 
value-add to the work we do with so many environmental projects, including a schools’ educational program, 
and support for the 30 groups and organisations who belong to the Network. 
 
Sophie Small 
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Socially distanced and all masked up!  

Grassland Interest Group’s African weed orchid working bee in remnant native grasslands in early October. 

 
 
 

Rabbit Action Group Report 
 
Thanks again to all members who supported the meetings and the events we organized. A special thanks 
again to our secretary, Diana Primrose for her excellent recording of our meetings and to Sophie Small for her 
excellent support to our committee and the activities we undertake.  
 
The Bellarine Rabbit Action Committee, made up of Diana Primrose, Bob Bereridge, Dick Simonsen, Liddy Nevile & 
David Lucas, again met regularly up to when the virus started. We continue to focus on promoting Integrated 
Rabbit Control to the Bellarine community. Rabbit numbers have continued to increase across our Landcare 
area as they have in other areas of the state. Some areas have heavy infestations particularly along the rail 
trail which continues to be a major issue for adjoining landholders.  
 
The Council has been active in doing rabbit control on 12 other reserves /areas around the Geelong Council 
area.  At the moment we are in discussion with COGG to install two fenced exclusion areas along the rail trail 
between Jetty and Curlewis Roads. These plots will really demonstrate the impact rabbits are having on the 
rail trail vegetation and surrounding areas. 
 
Dick Simonsen and Bob Beveridge are very active in the promotion of the smoking equipment they developed. 
Congratulations to both you and a big thank you for the time and effort you have both put into this kit. Dick 
recently said that over 40 smoking kits and over 4000 nuggets have been now been sold to date!  
 
This year a large amount of time has been put in by community members to control rabbits at our nursey 
site. A grant through COCG enabled the surrounding fences to be upgraded to rabbit proof fencing and a 
baiting program was carried out by a local contractor. Community members then hand collapsed warrens 
across the area and then the reopened warrens were fumigated. Many thanks to those community members 
involved in these tasks around the nursery. It will help us get down to zero rabbits in the reserve.  
 
The calendar for Rabbit Control activities we produced is now going to be used on the Victorian Rabbit Action 
Network (VRAN) web site along with our other tools. It’s great to see tools shared with other groups across 
Australia.  
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Last year we again were successful in receiving a VRAN grant which has allowed us to produce two videos The 
first looked at these properties which show the dramatic recovery of the land when rabbits are excluded. 
Thanks to both David Lucas and Alan Appelbe for sharing their outputs of a lot of hard work in excluding 
rabbits from their properties through these videos . We also received funding for a webinar on Integrated 
Rabbit Control where 50 connected over the web. Thanks again to Sophie for her work in organising and 
chairing this webinar, which will be edited and shared as an ongoing resource for landholders. 
 
Again please consider how you can work with your neighbours and broader community over the next twelve 
months on using and promoting Integrated Rabbit Control (IRC). We need to increase the participation of our 
broader community in IRC across the Bellarine. Let us know if we can help make this happen!  
Finally thanks again to our committee for their support.   
Please let us know if you would like to be involved as well.  
 
Geoff McFarlane,  
on behalf of the BLG Rabbit Action Committee 
 

 
 

 

Barry O'Brien, Daryl Barnett & Kate Lockhart smoking warrens at ‘Belchers Reserve’ the bushland next to the 
Nursery, as part of the COGG Environment Grant. 

 
 


