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President’s Report to AGM  
Wednesday 8th April 2015 
 
It is a pleasure to present this report on behalf of the 2014 BLG Executive, all of whom 
have put in many voluntary hours to ensure the continued growth, relevance and 
success of the Bellarine Landcare Group. Indeed, in addition to the monthly public 
information meetings, the executive has also formally met at the Swan Bay road 
Environment Centre monthly. We’ve had a great team spirit of sharing and innovation, 
while having jointly or separately attended many other meetings and functions during 
the year. 
 

1. In particular, I want to recognise: 
Peter Schmidt  has been a sound support and backup as Vice President. He readily 
accepted other responsibilities such as representing BLG on the Bellarine Catchment 
Network Monthly Committee meetings. Peter has also been a very wise counsel for me 
and I thank him for his thoughtful and reliable contribution. 
Bruce Robinson  has done a sterling job as secretary, and in particular, creatively on 
the newsletter with Liddy, membership and other specific issues. Bruce will stand down 
this year but will continue to assist with the newsletter assist with single issues such as 
Sproat’s waterhole. 
Treasurer Peter Berrisford  has managed the various submissions, budgets and 
payments commitments. He has represented BLG on the VFTLA and has been elected 
again to this position in 2015. He has upgraded the accounting system over the last 
year. 
Geoff McFarlane , immediate past president has provided loyal continuity and support, 
has represented BLG and the region on the Victorian Landcare Council, leadership in 
regard to the Mason’s creek landfill issue and in the development of the Rabbit 
Programme. 
Peter Smith  has provided reliable continuity of the guest speakers, always coordinating 
and establishing another interesting subject and speaker, sometimes at short notice 
when someone became unavailable.  
Liddy Nevile  worked assiduously as assistant secretary, on the website and newsletter 
and we are pleased that BLG is now represented in cyberspace as well as on the many 
landholdings throughout the peninsula. Liddy has worked very closely with Brenda 
Richardson, who initially set up our website according to our parameters. Thanks also 
are due to Brenda for her dedicated support.  
Unfortunately Kate Rowland  had to step down during the year, and I thank her for the 
work she did until then. 
 

2. I want to make special mention here to two other volunteers, Beth Ross and 
Craig Blackman . Beth and Craig have both continued to provide support to the 
Nursery and Craig, immediate past secretary has continued to represent the 
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executive on the nursery committee meetings held with the Bellarine secondary 
college. Beth has continued to lead the “weeding and walking” group on the 
Bellarine rail-trail where there remain many rare or iconic indigenous species. 
Due to this and other work by BLG, the rail trail is becoming a healthy example  
of a multi-use reserve of indigenous plants while serving as a corridor for wildlife, 
bicycle riders, walkers and joggers. 
 

3.  BLG is also represented on the COGG rail-trail committee. BLG continues to 
enhance the quality of native fauna and flora on the rail trail through continued 
indigenous plantings and other interventions - pest plants and animals as well. 
We hope to build up a team of volunteers who would accept the responsibility of 
weed control in the Drysdale - Queenscliff section. 
 

4.  I want to also thank Matt Crawley who has devoted 50% of his allocated 
management time to BLG. He has also provided excellent support for Rebecca 
and Sophie, our two Landcare facilitators who have worked in excellent 
coordination to fill the Full Time Equivalent (FTE) (approximately) of one funded 
position. Most recently, in addition to the comprehensive on-ground works and 
community engagement programmes throughout the year, a new Rabbit 
eradication program has begun and a very successful earth hour function was 
held which had an attendance of about 200 people. Sophie will further expand on 
this. 
 

5. It is a great relief, and quite exciting to note here that we recently received advice 
from Lisa Neville (Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water) that 
funding will be rolled over for this facilitators position for the next year and that 
funding may continue for three further years, subject to acceptance of new 
submissions. In no small part this is due to the dedicated work of Rebecca and 
Sophie and of the executive committee. 
 

6. Our collaboration with The Bellarine Secondary College has continued and the 
Landcare component of the nursery has continued to be successful. Thanks go 
to Fiona Conroy  who, with a 0.6 FTE salary component has capably managed a 
team of volunteers without whose extremely valuable assistance we would be at 
a great loss. Craig Blackman and Matt Crawley have continued to attend and 
represent BLG on the management Committee. Here I would also like to pay 
tribute to Alison Murphy , (Principal of Bellarine Secondary College) who 
continues to provide substantial support personally and through her 
administration. Craig will also have a few words to add. 
 

7. Meanwhile BLG has remained true to its mission and has maintained the position 
of advocate on behalf of a healthy Bellarine natural environment. We have 
lobbied for the control of pest plants and animals, for the expansion of park 
reservations through the Geelong Environment Council and for the responsible 
operation of the COGG Waste and Landfill site off Murradock rd., Drysdale. We 
believe that the EPA is taking further action to ensure the long term restoration 
and viability of Frederick Mason Creek, which flows into the Ramsar wetland of 
Swan Bay and environs. Geoff McFarlane and Ros Ellinger each took leads on 
this, with the capable technical assistance of Matt Crawley. 
 

8. BLG is a member of the Bellarine Catchment Network and we share 
accommodation in the Bellarine Environment Centre, Swan Bay Road. We are 
very grateful to have been allocated this land through the generosity of Gordon 
Macdonald and family and of the Mannerim CFA. It is sad to record Gordon’s 



recent death. We have made appropriate condolences, but would like to send a 
card to his family, signed by attendees of this AGM. 
 

9. There are many inconspicuous supporters to whom we should also be grateful. 
Members, Spouses and Partners all play an integrated role. In my case, I would 
not be able to make my contribution without the strength of my wife Lynne and 
her loyal support. Indeed these monthly information meetings rely on continued 
support and attendance exemplified by undaunted support and interest 
throughout the winter months. Thank you very much for this. 
 

 
 

Jim Mason, President 2014 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
See separate document 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary’s Report 2014/2015 
 
I think The President’s report has covered anything I might report on, other than to 
reiterate that we’ve made progress in that our newsletter is now online and we continue 
to work towards having a satisfactory online membership system. 
Thanks to Liddy’s hard work and continuing forbearance with my ignorance regarding 
matters online. 
I am standing aside as Sec, but again as Jim said will continue to work on some specific 
projects and if required will provide assistance to the new Sec. 
Bruce Robinson 



 
 
 
 
 

BLG/BSC Nursery Report 
 
A lot has happened during a successful 2014 at the nursery 
 
The nursery has had a core group of approximately 20 volunteers attending regularly 
who have produced approximately 30,000 plants during the year. Volunteers were 
involved in seed collection, seed-raising, planting, pricking out and nursery maintenance 
including irrigation system repair, new shelves, benches and storage boxes. This year 
we also saw the construction of removable bird proofing over the BSC student 
vegetable garden. 
 
The number of native species grown at the nursery has been expanded and recognition 
needs to be given to Beth Ross for her role in sourcing cuttings and seed for some of 
these new species. A new section involving ‘water’ plants is being established with the 
help from the maintenance volunteers and Sophie Small. 
 
An initiative with the Friends of Ocean Grove Nature Reserve involved the sale of 
indigenous plants to residents of Ocean Grove and Oakdene Estate. This was very 
successful. A new plant labeling system has been installed with all labels now 
promoting the contacts for the nursery. 
 
The nursery has continued to work closely with Bellarine Secondary College and the 
school’s agriculture and horticulture students, as well as hosting groups of students 
from many schools on the Peninsula. Gordon TAFE students have also been involved in 
volunteer work. 
 
Special thanks to Fiona Conroy the Nursery Manager and BSC Principal Alison Murphy 
for their ongoing effort, initiative and support. 
 
The nursery closed 2014 with a modest profit of $84. 
 
Craig Blackman, 
 
BLG/BSC Nursery Representative 


